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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-44 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No, 5,805,682 ("Voit") in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 

2001/0038690 ("Palmer"). 

Regarding claim 1, Voit discloses the a system for providing signals to a television 
receiver of a user within a television network, the system comprising: an intercept unit 
connected to a telephone network and intercepting data concerning a telephone call being 
made to a user's telephone number (Signal Switching Point 1 1, col. 9, lines 15-20), 
communicating the data over the television network to the television receiver of the user 
(col. 10, lines 25-27, which disclose a "send data" transaction, with the calling name and 
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calling number being sent to the set-top box (DET) of customer A) 5 wherein the 
television receiver of the user displays the data concerning the telephone call on a 
television screen associated with the television receiver of the user (col. 10 5 lines 32-40). 

Voit fails to disclose the intercept unit obtains further data comprising prior call 
information on a caller in dependence on the intercepted data. However, in an analogous 
art, Palmer discloses an intercept unit (headend/CMS) that obtains data comprising prior 
call information (log file) on a caller in dependence on intercepted call data (caller ID; 
56, 57, 59), thereby enabling automatic call handling while the user is busy flj 62). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Voit to include obtaining further data comprising prior call 
information on a caller in dependence on the intercepted data, as taught by Palmer, for 
the benefit of reducing unwanted interruption experienced by the user. 

Regarding claim 2, Voit and Palmer together teach the claimed system according 
to claim 1. Voit further teaches the claimed limitations as follows: "service transmission 
system communicating with the television network" is met by the ISCP (Integrated 
Service Control Point) 15 connected to the television broadband network 21 through 
interface point 17 [col. 8, lines 48-50]; "intercept unit communicating the data concerning 
the telephone call to the service transmission system" is met by the SSP 1 1 composing 
and sending a TCAP query to the ISCP 15 with the calling number of the incoming call 
[col. 9, lines 15-25]; "service transmission system formatting the data into a television 
signal and communicating the television signal over the television network to the 
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television receiver of the user" is met by column 10, lines 19-44, which disclose a "send 
data" transaction, with the calling name and calling number being sent to the set-top box 
(DET) of customer A from the ISCP 15. 

Regarding claim 3, Voit further the claimed "system according to claim 2, in 
which the intercept unit communicates data to the service transmission system via one of 
the Internet and a telecommunications network" is met by the SS7 signaling connection 
[col. 8, lines 60-67]. 

Regarding claim 4, Voit further discloses: "database cross-referencing user 
telephone numbers with data on the television receiver of the user" is met by the "stored 
internal data", which cross-references the received telephone number with the video 
network address of the set-top box of the called customer [col. 6, lines 15-16 & col. 10, 
line 29]; the claimed "intercept unit communicating the telephone number of the user to 
the service transmission system" is met by the SSP 1 1 composing and sending a TCAP 
query to the ISCP 15 with the calling number of the incoming call [col. 9, lines 15-25]; 
the claimed "service transmission system accessing the database to obtain the data on the 
television receiver of the user, and using the data on the television receiver of the user to 
communicate the television signal to the television receiver of the user" is met by the fact 
that the ISCP accesses the stored internal data as discussed in column 6, lines 15-16 and 
column 10, line 29 to obtain the video network address of the set-top box of the called 
customer. The video network address is then used to perform a "send data" transaction, 
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with the calling name and calling number being sent to the set-top box (DET) of 
customer A from the ISCP 15 [col. 10, lines 26-29]. 

Regarding claim 5, Voit further discloses: "service transmission system embeds 
the data concerning the telephone call within a television program to be broadcast to the 
television receiver of the user" is met by column 10, lines 26-29, which disclose that the 
video network address is used to perform a "send data" transaction, with the calling name 
and calling number being sent to the set-top box (DET) of customer A from the ISCP 15 
[col. 10, lines 26-29]; "data concerning the telephone call being displayed within the 
television program on the television screen of the user" is met by the fact that the Caller 
ID message is displayed at the bottom of the screen on TV 27 [col. 10, lines 32-40]. 

Regarding claim 6, see the above rejection of claim 5. 

Regarding claim 7, the claimed "system according to claim 2, wherein the data 
concerning a telephone call includes a caller's calling line indicator" is met by the LIDB 
discussed in column 10, lines 19-29, which provides further information related to the 
calling number. 

Regarding claim 8, the claimed "system according to claim 2, wherein the 
intercept unit obtains further data on a caller in dependence on the intercepted data 
concerning the telephone call and communicates the data concerning the telephone call 
and the further data to the service transmission system for communication to the user's 
television receiver" is met by the LIDB being used to get the user's name and other 
further information associated with the user's calling number, the call related information 
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being the same information typically provided in a conventional telephone caller ID 
service [col. 10, lines 19-29]. The caller ID information is then send to the set-top box 
associated with the called customer. 

Regarding claim 9, the claimed "system according to claim 2, wherein the service 
transmission system obtains further data on a caller in dependence on the data concerning 
the telephone call communicated by the intercept unit and formats the data concerning 
the telephone call and the further data into a television signal for communication to the 
user's television receiver" is, again, met by column 10, lines 19-29, which have been 
thoroughly discussed above. 

Regarding claim 10, the claimed "system according to claim 2, wherein the service 
transmission system obtains further data on a caller in dependence on the data concerning 
the telephone call communicated by the intercept unit and replaces the data concerning 
the telephone call with the further data prior to formatting the data into a television signal 
for communication to the user's television receiver" is, again, met by column 10, lines 19- 
29, which have been thoroughly discussed above. 

Regarding claim 1 1, the claimed "system according to claim 9, further comprising 
a database of information on known callers, the service transmission system obtaining the 
further data from the database of information on known callers" is, again, met by column 
10, lines 19-29, which have been thoroughly discussed above. 

Regarding claim 12, the claimed "system according to claim 9, wherein the service 
transmission system communicates with a telephone service provider's database and 
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obtains the further data from the telephone service provider's database" is, again, met by . 
column 10, lines 19-29, which have been thoroughly discussed above. 

Regarding claim 13, Voit further discloses: "receiver accepts an input from a user 
in response to the data displayed on the television screen and communicates the input to 
the service transmission system" is met by the customer entering a response to the DET 
25, which is forwarded to the ISCP 15. The response may indicate the customer's 
preferred disposition of that call [col. 10, lines 37-44]; "service transmission system 
managing the call in dependence on the input" is met by the ISCP caring for the call 
according to the customer's preferred disposition of that call [col. 10, lines 43-44 & col. 
11, lines 6-13]. 

Regarding claim 14, the claimed "system according to claim 13, wherein the input 
is a command to redirect to a voicemail system, the service transmission system 
communicating with the intercept unit to redirect the call to the voicemail system" is met 
by the fact that the user can select a response to deal with the incoming call. The 
example of directing the call to a voicemail system is given [col. 11, lines 3-13]. 

Regarding claim 15, the claimed "system according to claim 13, wherein the input 
is a command to send a message to a caller, the service transmission system 
communicating with a messaging system to send the message to the caller" is, again, met 
by the fact that the user can select a response to deal with the incoming call [col. 11, lines 
3-13]. 
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Regarding claim 16 5 the claimed "system according to claim 15, wherein the 
message is one of: an instant message or an email" is, again, met by the fact that the user 
can select a response to deal with the incoming call [col. 11, lines 3-13]. 

Regarding claim 17, the claimed "system according to claim 1, wherein the 
television receiver is a digital television decoder" is met by the DET (also referred to as a 
set-top box) discussed in column 8, lines 20-23 and throughout the reference. 

Regarding claim 18, the claimed "system according to claim 17, wherein the 
decoder is a set-top-box" is met by the DET (also referred to as a set-top box) discussed 
in column 8, lines 20-23 and throughout the reference. 



Regarding claim 


19, 


see 


the 


above 


rejection of similar claim 1. 


Regarding claim 


20, 


see 


the 


above 


rejection of similar claim 2. 


Regarding claim 


21, 


see 


the 


above 


rejection of similar claim 4. 


Regarding claim 


22, 


see 


the 


above 


rejection of similar claim 5. 


Regarding claim 


23, 


see 


the 


above 


rejection of similar claim 8. 


Regarding claim 


24, 


see 


the 


above 


rejection of similar claim 10. 


Regarding claim 


25, 


see 


the 


above 


rejection of similar claim 11. 


Regarding claim 


26, 


see 


the 


above 


rejection of similar claim 12. 


Regarding claim 


27, 


see 


the 


above 


rejection of similar claim 13. 


Regarding claim 


28, 


see 


the 


above 


rejection of similar claims 14-16 


Regarding claim 


29, 


see 


the 


above 


rejection of similar claim 1. 


Regarding claim 


30, 


see 


the 


above 


rejection of similar claim 1 . 
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Regarding claim 31, see the above rejection of similar claim 2. 

Regarding claim 32, see the above rejection of similar claim 4. 

Regarding claim 33, see the above rejection of similar claim 5. 

Regarding claim 34, see the above rejection of similar claim 8. 

Regarding claim 35, see the above rejection of similar claim 10. 

Regarding claim 36, see the above rejection of similar claim 11. 

Regarding claim 37, see the above rejection of similar claim 12. 

Regarding claim 38, see the above rejection of similar claim 13. 

Regarding claim 39, Voit and Palmer together disclose the claimed "user interface 
for a television" is met as applied above. Voit further discloses: "object for receiving an 
incoming telephone call indication signal based on intercepted call data" is met by the 
DET receiving the call related information [col. 10, lines 32-37]; "display region, 
responsive to said incoming telephone call indication signal, displaying an incoming 
telephone call indication based on said incoming telephone call indication signal" is met 
by the Caller ID message being displayed at the bottom of the screen on TV 27 [col. 10, 
lines 38-44]. 

Regarding claim 40, Voit further discloses: "a user activatable region for sending a 
prior call information access request" is met by signaling message displayed on the 
television indicating to the user that there is a list of "missed calls" waiting to be viewed 
[col. 10, lines 1-11]. 
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Regarding claim 41, Voit further discloses: "object for receiving a prior call 
information signal" is met by the ISCP sending information regarding the missed calls to 
the DET upon request by the user [col. 10, lines 1-11]; "display region displaying prior 
call information based on said prior call information signal" is met by the inherent 
display of the requested missed call list [col. 10, lines 1-11]. When the user requests to 
view the list, it needs to be displayed. 

Regarding claim 42, see Voit: "interface as set fourth in claim 39, wherein the 
incoming call indication signal comprises system-provided incoming call information and 
supplemental incoming call information" is met by the fact that the incoming call 
information consists of a calling name and a calling number [col. 10, lines 25-30]. 

Regarding claim 43, the claimed "interface as set fourth in claim 42, further 
comprising a display region displaying said supplemental incoming call information" is 
met by the Caller ID message being displayed at the bottom of the screen on TV 27 [col. 
10, lines 3 8-44]. 

Regarding claim 44, the claimed "interface as set fourth in claim 39, further 
comprising a user activatable region for indicating a call management function relating to 
incoming telephone calls of said user" is met by the fact that the user can select a 
response to deal with the incoming call [col. 11, lines 3-13]. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher M. Lambrecht whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7297. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9:30 AM to 6:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Christopher M. Lambrecht 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2623 
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